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Mark your calendar for VBS it is scheduled June 7-11 from 9:00  -11:30 am.  

Come join us on a Rocky Railway where Jesus' Power pulls us Through. We 
will have a great time learning about Jesus, playing games and having snacks. 
It is for ages 4 through 6th grade.  We will be following COVID guidelines.  

We are needing volunteers to help with VBS this year. We will need teachers, 
recreation teachers, food workers and just helpers. If you can 
please help call Brooke Gerlach at 618-443-7793. 

 

Remember that Sunday school begins  
at 9am. There is still plenty of room  
for you and your child(ren). We will  
be thrilled to have you and them. 
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“Don’t remember the prior things; don’t ponder ancient history.  

Look! I’m doing a new thing; now it sprouts up; don’t you  

recognize it?  I’m making a way in the desert, paths in 

 the wilderness.”          Isaiah 43:18-19 (CEB) 

     As more and more people get vaccinated, we are starting to live into our “new normal”. The above  

scripture goes along with a quote from the book, We Shall Be Changed—Questions for the Post Pandemic 

Church, “A wish to return to the way things were before the pandemic, is a wish to live in the past.”   

Returning to normal is not a Christian goal.  The Scripture is saying  the past is nothing compared to what 

God will do for his people in the future.  The pandemic has forced the church to reevaluate what we do and 

how we do it.  It has focused us to see beyond how we have always done it and to look to the future. 

     The Biblical imagery of the church is one of a “community on the move”.  A living, vibrant, entity, in flux, 

doing what God has called us to do and what Jesus modeled for us to do.  We need to look towards the future.  

We need to imagine and dream about how and what can be.  This means letting go of some of our old ways 

and to start living into a “new normal”.  Look around, there is a new world being born and we are the mid-

wives.  Church adaptability demands we move beyond tribal identities, and become intentional about shaping 

this change, or suffer as a bystander as our church continues to fail and falter in delivering a message of hope 

and love to those around us.   We have an Easter theology that speaks of life after death but has a  

profound resurrection message for the world in which we live.  My friends, we have the opportunity to  

resurrect a dying faith. 

     So how do we do this?  We as a congregation need to pray for God’s guidance in the weeks and months 

ahead.  We need to be flexible to new ways of doing church, new ways of doing fellowship.  It will not be an 

easy task, for we love the old ways we have practiced for centuries. 

     I think, no I know, that God is calling the church to come alive again!  We need to be patient, flexible and 

willing, to do what God is now calling us to do as a church.  The pandemic has been many things, but for the 

church it was a wakeup call to change.  As we start this season of  

exploration, let us all pray for our church to become successful. 

Blessings—                                                                                                                                                               

Pastor Randy 

Cell: 217-520-5267 

Email: Rmcgeehon@gmail.com 
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 Missions Offering 
‘Change for  
Community Change!’ 

 Sunday May 30 is the Fifth Sunday of the 
month.  We will be collecting a Change for 
Change offering that will go towards a donation 
to the Sparta Fire Department for use in their 
AWARE and FIREPUP programs.   

 
Please remember to bring your 
change with you that Sunday. 

 

 

 

Baptism 

On Sunday April 25, Pastor Randy baptized  
Zoey Ann Thompson.  Her parents are  
Tyler and Molly Thompson. We congratulate the 
family and welcome Zoey into our love and care. 

 

 

 

 

Mother’s Day 

Jen Wilkin states the Christian mom doesn’t love 
Jesus instead of loving her children; she loves Jesus 
by loving her children.  On Sunday May 9th we will 
be honoring and remembering the mothers of our 
congregation.  This year a donation to the Sparta 
Pregnancy Care Center will be given in honor and 

memory of those mothers.  We thank all mothers for 
the way they have changed the world by raising 
their children in the love of Christ.  
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Administrative Council Meeting 
April 12, 2021   7:00pm 

 
Persons Attending: Randy McGeehon, Jan Seals, Bill 
Mueller, Jeremy Volkmar, Denise Stone, Carl Holland, 
Kathy Ruhmann, Beth Coop, Patti Cecil, Dot Heuman  
        
The meeting began at 7:00 pm with a prayer by Pastor 
Randy. 
 
At the last meeting, the members of the Ad Council were 
given a book to read, We Shall Be Changed: Questions for 
the Post-Pandemic Church, edited by Mark D.W. Eding-
ton.  Pastor Randy gave some of his impressions of the 
book and some discussion followed.  Following are some 
of the key ideas from the book.  You may expect to hear 
more of these ideas in upcoming sermons.  They all relate 
to bringing our church back after these pandemic times. 
• A wish to return to how it used to be is a wish to go  

backward. 
• Need creative use of technology 
• How can we “do” and “be” the church 
• Be more about people than a place 
• Enhance genuine community 
• Perhaps pandemic is God “shaking” up the church 
• A new world is being born and we’re the midwife 
• Using online devices has meant more young people  

being drawn in to the church 
• Worshipping God doesn’t just happen in church – it’s in 

all the things we do. 
• Blessed are the flexible – they won’t get bent out of 

shape 
• We have an opportunity to resurrect a dying faith 
   We are challenged to ponder these questions: 
• What is worship in this church? 
• What about communion?  How will we reach people in  

social media? 
• How can we better reach “the least of them” in our  

community? 
• How do we stay connected? 
 
OLD BUSINESS: The minutes from March 8th meeting 
were reviewed by those present.   Beth Coop moved to 
accept the minutes.  Carl Holland seconded the motion. 
The minutes were accepted as presented. 
 
Church School Superintendent: Brooke Gerlach 
(reported by Pastor Randy) 
Adult Sunday school has been meeting as a group in the 
Fellowship hall.   The small group adult Sunday school 
might begin meeting in their small rooms again in May. 
 
Mission Committee:  (reported by Pastor Randy) 
The Mission Committee will meet April 13. 
 

Lay Member to Annual Conference: Jan Seals/ Gary 
Cox: Annual Conference information is online now. 
 
Trustees:  Bill Mueller, The Sparta Fire Department 
sent a letter as a plea for money to support children’s ma-
terials on fire prevention that will be presented at the 
school.  An amount of $67.50 was suggested to sponsor 
one classroom.  It was recommended that we advertise 
that the 5th Sunday in May mission collection be  
designated for this purpose.  Jan Seals so moved and 
Beth  
Coop seconded the motion.  Everyone agreed. 
 
Treasurer: Patti Cecil, All bills continue to be paid on 
time.  Monthly payments continue to be made on the 
building loan.  The current balance on the building loan 
is $111,201. 
 
Youth: Beth Coop, The Youth will continue to meet on 
Sunday evenings at 6:00pm through May.  Summer 
hours may vary.  The mission trip that was re-scheduled 
for this year will be cancelled again.  The Youth will 
hope to schedule a mission trip next year. 
 
Meal Ministry, NOW Comm: Mary Hauskins 
(reported by Dot Heuman) This committee continues to 
meet on Wednesdays. Anyone is welcome to join this 
group.  The NOW committee has taken over the Care & 
Share group that no longer feels they can get cards sent 
out.   Meals were provided for Pat Baue.  It is possible 
that the “Laundry mission” may be repeated.   Another 
local out-reach that was suggested is to hand out water 
bottles at the Farmer’s Market this summer.  Right now 
the committee is making “Fidget blankets” for care  
center seniors.   
 
S/PPRC: Kathy Ruhmann, The committee will meet 
Monday, April 19 at 6:00pm in the church parlor. 
 
Worship Committee: Dot Heuman, The Worship  
committee will meet soon to discuss any issues that are 
arising as we come back to worship in person. 
 
Calendar 
• May 2  Graduation Recognition 
• May 9  Mother’s Day 
• May 30  Memorial Day 
• June 7-11 VBS 
• June 11-12  Annual Conference 
• June 20   Father’s Day   

 
Dot Heuman moved to adjourn the meeting.  Denise 
Stone seconded the motion.  The meeting was adjourned. 

 
Next Meeting: May 10 at 7:00 pm 
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Native American Sunday - May 16 

Date General 

Budget 

Capital 

Campaign 

Other Total For  

the Week 

Sat/Sun/Online/ 
Sunday School 

04.04.21 $4,983.13 $440.00 $3,080.52 $8,503.65 NA/115/89/NA 

04.11.21 $5,076.79 $556.51 $1,267.60 $6,900.90 18/57/85/19 

04.18.21 $2,526.75 $220.00 $589.22 $3,335.97 21/44/17/18 

04.25.21 $3,943.60 $890.00 $188.22 $5,021.82 17/48/57/22 

Total for Year to Date for General Budget: $ 63,127.29 

Weekend Counters for Offering 

We are in need of  3 more team 
members to help count the  
offering on Sunday Mornings  
after worship. If you would 
like to volunteer please see  
Linda Bird on Sundays. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 

2  
Graduation Recognition 
6 pm Youth Group 

3 
6 pm Trustees  
Meeting 

4 
 

5 
3 pm God’s Gifts 
6pm NOW Comm 

7 pm Choir 
 

6 7 
 

8 
9-5  
Fellowship 
Hall In Use 

9 Mother’s Day 
Noon– 3 pm Fellowship 
Hall in use 

10 
8 am Garden Club 

7 pm Ad Council 

11 
6 pm 
Missions 
Meeting 

12 
3 pm God’s Gifts 
6pm NOW Comm. 

7 pm Choir 

13 14 
 

15 
 

16 
Native American Sunday 
6 pm Youth Group 

17 
 

18 19 
3 pm God’s Gifts 
6pm NOW Comm. 

7 pm Choir 

20 
 

21 22 

23 
 

24 25 26 
3 pm God’s Gifts 
6pm NOW Comm. 

7 pm Choir 

27 
Lamplighter 
Mailed out 

28 29 

30 Memorial Day  
Remembrance  

31 
Office Closed 

     

Saturday Schedule 
5:00 pm Worship 
Sunday Schedule 
9:00 am Sunday School 
10:00 am Worship 

Office Hours:  
Mon, Wed, Friday 8:30 - 1:30 pm 
Phone (618) 443-3714 
Email: spartafumc@yahoo.com       

If you would like to be apart of the prayer chain please call Elaine Hargis at  
443-3205 or email her at ejhargis4@gmail.com. Always remember to update us 
with any email changes. 

 

Joys:  Birth of Andrew Joseph Rednour, Baptism of Zoey Ann Thompson, new 

life all around us, vaccinations, living into a “new normal” 

 
Concerns:  Bill Schwartz, Bud & Judy Bennett, Rhonda Jones, Elaine & Jim Hargis, Betty Brammeier,  
 Family of Brian Gegele, Family of Kent Kingins,  
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5/03 Gary Cox 
 Austin Gailey 
5/04 Dot Heuman 
 Janice Schwartz 
5/05 Eli Coop 
5/06 Bonnie Douglas 
 Bill Mueller 
5/07 Garrett Mueller 
5/08 Carl Holland 
 Lee Trost 
5/10 Judy Bennett 
 Heather Dierks 
 Deb Krantz 
 Linda Linker 
5/11 Tim Yates 
5/12 Jack Loesing 
 Stephen Miles 
5/14 Janice Taylor 
5/15 William Schwartz 
5/16 Nicholas Krause 
5/18 Molly Norton 
 Kaede Peck 
 Chloe Shook 
5/19 Barb Burns 
 Clint Peck 
 Gunner Weekley 
5/20 Jan Seals 
5/21 Leah Coop 

5/23 Adam Baird 
 Connor Brooks 
 Virgil Runge 
5/24 Tomi Diefenbach 
5/26 Kathy Ruhmann 
5/27 Bill  Norton 
5/28 Gwendolyn Wetzel 
 Tom Ashley 
 Debra Schroeder 
5/29 Hillary Ellett 
 Brad Sickmeyer 
5/31 Tom Renner 
          Kyle Schwartz 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 

5/01 Kenny & Kathy Robinson 
5/05 Clint & Linda Upshulte 
5/06 Jordan & Brittany Beckley 
5/12 David & Autumn Peck 
 William & Marsha Schwartz 
5/22 John & Christine Jeffers 
5/25 Brad & Patty Cash 
5/30 Thomas & Leah Bruno 

“For  I know the plans I 
have for you declares the 
Lord, plans to give you  
a future and a hope”  
          Jeremiah 29:11 

 Words of Gratitude:  

I want to thank Pastor Randy and my church family for all the calls, prayers, for my daughter Vicki, and the 
cards, Money for Memorials for her. It was so appreciated.  Thanks to everyone and the NOW Committee for 

the Valentines bag, cards, and masks. God Bless you All ~ Pat Hillyard 

To: My Church Family, I want to thank all of you for the Prayers, the cards, and your friendship.  My new 
med is working the way it is supposed to , and I feel better now than I have in more than a year and a half.  I 
will be on it for at least 2 years but the end result should be complete remission.  Looking forward to visit 

soon, can’t wait to see everyone. In Christian Love, Bonnie Douglas 

I would like to thank the ladies that gave me food during a bad time it was much appreciated and thanks for 
the Valentines and candy it meant a lot and all the wonderful get well cards.  
Thank you so much. Rose Walters 

First United Methodist Church, We celebrate your congregation's most recent donation of $1,293 to the Our 

Conference, Our Kids Endowment Fund! Your generosity moves us close to reaching the vision that The Baby 
Fold, Chaddock, Cunningham Children’s Home, Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House, and Spero Family 
Services can ensure for Our Kids: ‘...the continued inclusion of Christ-centered spiritual care in their healing 

work.” Thank you for your gifts, which are already at work through Our Conference, Our Kids, making a  
difference in the spiritual lives of at-risk children and families! 
 - Rev. Amanda Richards and Rev. Dr. J Keith Zimmerman 

 
 

 Congratulations A Baby Boy 

Andrew Joseph Rednour 

March 26, 2021 

to 

Dustin & Kim Rednour 
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PERMIT #37 

First United Methodist Church 

Eighth Grade Graduates 
Laney Dierks 
Collin Haury 
Hannah Stine 
 

 

 High School Graduates 

Claire Baue 

Justin Clendenin 

Caleb Gailey 

Olivia Haskenhoff 

Maggie Haury 

Chloe Yates 
 

 

We would like to wish all graduates success in all of their future endeavors. 


